
How long will I be a patient?
For the rest of your life! You must be
followed by an eye cancer specialist 
and may need a medical oncologist.
You may want to take this into 
account in choosing your doctors 
and their location.

For example, patients who receive 
plaque radiation for melanoma are
usually seen every 3 to 4 months after
treatment. Patients who are enucleated
are usually seen twice a year. Many
eyelid and orbital tumor patients are
advised to follow up with their eye
cancer specialist on a yearly basis.

In any case, your eye cancer specialist
should check to make sure that you 
have regularly scheduled medical
workups, including an evaluation for
metastatic disease (as necessary).

Copies of your laboratory evaluations
should be forwarded to your eye cancer
specialist’s office so that they can be
double-checked.The law requires that
the patient must request this in writing
from your family doctor, internist,
or oncologist.

If you have questions after a second
opinion, you can ask Dr. Finger!

Copyright © Paul T. Finger, MD

About Second 
Opinions

115 East 61st Street
Phone: 212-832-8170

Fax: 212-888-4030
Email: contactus@eyecancer.com

http://paultfingermd.com

The New York Eye Cancer Center
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for recurrent disease? 
Is this treatment approved
by the US Food and
Drug Administration
(FDA) or CE?

• The doctor should
explain the risks 
and benefits of the
proposed treatment.

• Ask how often, where,
and by whom you will
be followed up with
after treatment.

Q: Should I get a 
second opinion? 

A: Second opinions are
great when all your
doctors say the same
thing. Unfortunately,
differing opinions can
make things even more
confusing. If you get a
second different opinion

FAQ’s

and are confused, you
can call Dr. Finger 
(to ask questions) or
even consider getting 
a third opinion.

Q: How do I pick a doctor? 

A: You should pick a doctor
who has experience
caring for eye cancer
patients and with whom
you are comfortable.

• You should be able 
to ask questions about
your case and feel
comfortable that
treatment decisions 
are not only based on
available science but
take into account your
personal situation and
medical problems.

• Since you may need 
to see your doctors for
many years, consider
that it is easier to be
treated and followed
with a doctor in your
area or country.

Questions to Ask:

• Which doctor will I see
at my appointment?

• Which doctor will be
performing my surgery
(in offices where there
are multiple doctors)?

• How easy will it be to
speak to the doctor during
and after treatment?

• Who will follow me for
my eye and systemic
problems in the future?

• What are the standard
treatment options?

• Is the proposed treatment
investigational or
experimental? If so, how
many patients have been
treated and how long
have they been followed

Also remember to ask
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